PART 1 in this series addressed the criminal background check (CBC) from an employment perspective. Part 2 illustrates the use and implications of CBCs in athletic training education programs. Specifically, the purposes of this report are to (a) introduce current and potential uses of CBCs in allied health professions, (b) highlight considerations for implementing CBCs, and (c) provide an outline for developing polices and procedures.
Current and Potential
Uses of CBC Institutions considering the implementation of criminal background checks must examine all aspects of the process to assure proper guidelines are followed.
All applicable state and federal laws should be followed to protect the rights of all involved.
Clear and complete policies should be created, advertised, and applied on a case-bycase basis using objective criteria.
the application process, (b) as conditional admittance pending results, (c) used prior to licensure application, (d) used prior to certain clinical site assignments, and (e) as a preclinical requirement (48%). When the CBC is used as a part of the application process or with conditional admittance, educators can provide better advisement for students who may experience difficulty gaining licensure.
2 A CBC conducted prior to licensure potentially satisfies licensure requirements, but students who fail the CBC will be unable to practice within the state after having invested multiple years of schooling. CBCs conducted prior to assignment of a certain clinical site may unfairly burden the students appointed to those clinics. Finally, CBCs conducted as a preclinical requirement treat all students equally and can be early enough in the educational process to adequately advise students who may experience difficulty attaining licensure. Currently, only two states, Louisiana and Minnesota, require preadmission CBCs for entry into nursing education programs. It is unclear at this point whether any (or how many) athletic training education programs are requiring CBCs as a part of the admission process. As the use of CBCs grows at the prelicensure level, athletic training educators will need to continue to reevaluate the role CBCs play within their programs.
Considerations for Implementing CBCs
Common reasons for and against the implementation of CBCs are listed in Table 1 1,2,5 and Table 2,   1,2,5 respectively, and include safety concerns, state and federal laws, applicant rights, and potential misuse of information. Due to the complexities surrounding CBCs, careful research concerning applicable federal and state laws should be conducted. These laws will provide guidance for conducting CBCs within the educational program.
Once an institution determines the role CBCs play within the athletic training program, the following questions need to be considered:
• What information is needed? Each institution, in the absence of state mandate, must decide what components will be included in the CBC. Possible components were explained in Part 1. As a general rule, the more information wanted, the longer the process, the higher the cost, and presumably the greater the certainty. Applicants residing in multiple states may require more components due to the increased number of jurisdictions.
• Who collects the information? In-house collection requires labor intensive hours and a high level of expertise in gathering the information. If the collection is outsourced to a third-party vendor, the burden of collecting data is taken on by a company experienced in conducting CBCs. Research into choosing an appropriate vendor should be extensive. A good place to start is the campus police department to see if it can satisfy the needs of the program. Contacting programs or licensing boards currently using a third-party vendor can also be helpful. Knowing the reputation of a company can be valuable information in this situation. A list of CBC vendors is provided in Table 3 . These vendors have not been researched; they merely appear on multiple institution websites • Promotion of safe school environment.
• Protection of patients, clients, or student-athletes.
• Required by clinical facilities.
• Enhanced student advisement.
• Compliance with state or federal law. • State or federal law may prevent implementation or limit the scope of the request.
• Fear of disproportionately affecting minorities.
• Unfairness of being penalized again after previously paying debt to society.
• Lack of guidance for the use and/or fear of misuse of results. 
